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Brad Kahlhamer
Tortilla Flats Rainbow, 2004

ink & watercolor on paper
Private Collection

Photo by EG Schempf
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“I enjoy collecting figurative art because it illustrates the human experience.  
It connects me to not only the people pictured in the art and the artist but 
also to the story and emotions present at the moment of the art’s creation. 
Art gives us common ground to talk to one another about important things, 
build communities of shared experiences and gain understanding of the 
world around us. As I look at and enjoy the beauty in art, I consider art’s 
soothing and restorative powers a gift from the artist to me.  I feel fortunate to 
be surrounded by good art, created and crafted by skilled artists whose talent 
amazes me every day.  I am blessed to personally know many of the artists I 
have collected and that has added to my appreciation of their handiwork.”  

-Michael Klein

Hendrik Kerstens
Born 1956, The Hague, Netherlands  

Cap (detail), 2001
C-Print, edition of 6

Collection of Theresa & Brad Freilich

“Each person’s eye is different, and 
that’s what makes art interesting.  
Jackee and I bought art because 
we liked it and wanted to own it.”

“We felt art is to be appreciated!”

“My life has been enriched by my 
appreciation of art!”

-Bobby Epsten

Hung Liu
Born 1948, Changchun, China

Calendar Girl, Turqoise, 2010
Mixed media on panel

Collection of Michael Klein
Photo by EG Schempf

Thomas Hart Benton
Born 1889, Neosho, Missouri, died 1975, 
Kansas City, Missouri
Mr. President (detail), 1971
Lithograph, Edition of 150
Collection of Robert Epsten, Kansas City
photo by EG Schempf



The Collectors’ Room  
is a special exhibition organized in 
recognition of the generosity of several 
individuals who have opened their homes 
and hearts to the Epsten Gallery, tirelessly 
supporting the gallery’s multifaceted mission 
in uniquely personal ways.  

This invitational exhibition is a way for 
the Epsten Gallery to say “Thank You” 
with a thought-provoking, stunning show 
of exemplary work selected from the 
remarkable and impressive collections of 
these generous Friends and Patrons.

Themes of identity, multiculturalism, 
realism, fantasy, and art historical 
iconography emerge in various portraits, 

figurative compositions and mixed media 
works indicating a range of historical and 
contemporary social and cultural issues.   
This sampling of Kansas City private 
collections further demonstrates the diverse 
range of styles and tastes guiding decisions 
of these patrons of the arts, who are active 
and supportive in so many areas within the 
Greater Kansas City creative community.  

Bold and mesmerizing, the art in The 
Collectors’ Room coalesces in a chorus of 
conversations and trajectories to form a 
resonance of timeless narrative, at times 
uncannily current.  The work exemplifies 
and invites multiplicity and inclusion, local 
and global, reflecting the collections they 
reside in and the collectors who adore them.  

Works selected from the collections of: 
Robert Epsten, Theresa & Brad Freilich, 
Deborah Glassberg, Sharon & John 
Hoffman, Michael Klein, Regina & William 
Kort, Rod Parks, Toma & Andy Wolff, and a 
private collection.

Featured artists: Thomas Hart Benton, Ian 
Davis, Ernesto, Ruud Van Empel, Asad 
Faulwell, Robert ParkeHarrison, Shi Jian, 
Brad Kahlhamer, Joyce Kaplan, Hendrik 
Kerstens, Hung Liu, Kerry James Marshall, 
Jim Sajovic, Allison Schulnik, Irma Starr, 
Sam Taylor-Johnson, and Kehinde Wiley

- Heather Lustfeldt, Curator

Regina & William Kort

“I have been interested in the art world and 
how art can transform our environment and 
our point of view. We never buy art as an 
investment. We seek out pieces that “speak” 
to us. We are very interested in supporting 
local and regional artists. After we bought our 
first original acrylic on canvas in the eighties, 
we were hooked. Over a period of time, our 
preference for contemporary art has grown.”  

“We do not consider ourselves ‘collectors.’ 
We are art lovers who believe in supporting 
the arts.” 

-Regina Kort

Rod Parks

“My interest in collecting started when one 
of my best friends, Randy Twaddle, began 
having success as an artist in the early 
1980’s. I started collecting his work and still 
do. In the mid 90’s, my interest increased 
when I discovered 20th century modern 
furniture design. That discovery led to me 
opening Retro Inferno in 1998, buying and 
selling modern furniture, objects, and art.”

“I collect things that I like, but the process is 
often one of a simultaneous push and pull 
with the piece. Some artworks are easy to 
look at and others cause a certain cognitive-
emotional dissonance. I still surprise myself 
when I see a piece of art or a piece of furniture 
that causes that dissonance yet I come back 
to it and it becomes one of my favorites.”

“Asad Faulwell’s work, as seen in this 
current show, holds much interest for me. It’s 
political, feminist, colorful, and also connects 
to my love of pop art with a kind of 1960s vibe 
and sensibility.” 

-Rod Parks

Theresa & Brad Freilich:

“We started collecting after we got married, 
although Brad had a few pieces that he 
had collected and received as gifts from 
his parents. Collecting (art) was motivated 
by our love for art and the need to fill our 
walls. It was also a great excuse to travel 
(art shows, exhibitions), or just to add to 
an existing itinerary. There are so many 
wonderful galleries in the US and around the 
world so it’s a fun way to explore whether 
you’re in the market to buy or just expand 
your knowledge.”

“I love that our children have grown up 
having art in their house. It’s fun to see 
them answer questions that their friends 
have about certain pieces. Or when we get 
a new piece or move a piece to a different 
location, I love that they notice. I hope that 
the exposure to art has fueled them with a 
passion to continue asking questions and to 
notice all of the beautiful things, man made 
or in nature, that life has to offer.” 

-Theresa Freilich

Toma & Andy Wolff

“Both Andy and I grew up in homes with 
parents who were passionate collectors – 
collecting mostly contemporary works, but 
my parents also collected rugs, postcards, 
lamps and baskets, as well as art deco 
and nouveau pieces, and everything in 
between. We spent all of our family vacations 
and weekends with our families going to 
galleries, museums and of course antiquing. 
Our desire for collecting was something we 
both had a strong desire to continue together 
given our rich history of living with art and 
knowing artists.”



“If I were to assess our collection, I would 
say that the consistent subject matter we 
gravitate towards has been figurative works.  
I don’t think it was or is our prerequisite for 
collecting. In fact, we didn’t even realize that 
we had collected mostly figurative works until 
we moved into our home and reinstalled the 
collection. We were both amazed at how 
many “faces” were looking back at us. It really 
was a funny realization. But, I must say that 
the most important aspect of collecting of us 
is meeting the artists and dealers and hearing 
about their thought process, what the works 
mean and how they think about our world.  

For us, it’s the artists’ story that is the most 
important and compelling.  

These stories are why we have fallen in love 
with art, the artists and collecting.” 

-Toma Wolff

Sharon & John Hoffman

“We started (collecting art) when we were first 
married. Ted Coe, the curator at the Nelson, 
took us under his wing. Plus Myra Morgan 
was a big influence. There were a number of 

us who were all interested in learning about 
and collecting museum quality contemporary 
art. And they were there to teach us and direct 
us. It was a fabulous learning experience!”

“We were trained to look at and assess the 
work of emerging artists which at the time we 
got started were Pop artists. Subsequently, 
we collected through a number of trends, 
finally settling in 1985 on emerging African 
American and African artists. Most of the 
work we have collected is narrative and tells 
a story.”

“Much of the recent work depicts the 
African American struggle which reflects our 
commitment to the urban core, civil rights, and 
justice for all and is in line with our political 
beliefs. We have been privileged to get to 
know most of the artists that we collect which 
has been a truly meaningful experience for 
both of us and our family. Most recently, we 
have had the opportunity to work with many 
of the artists on For Freedoms, the first ever 
artist-run Super Pac.”

-Sharon Hoffman

Hung Liu
Born 1948, Changchun, China

Tilling the Soil (detail), 1997
Oil on canvas

Collection of Michael Klein
photo by EG Schempf

Ruud Van Empel
Born 1958, Breda, Netherlands

World # 33, 2008
C-Print

Edition 24/25
Collection of John & Sharon Hoffman

Asad Faulwell
Born 1982, Caldwell, Idaho

Les Femmes d’Alger #56 (detail), 2015
Acrylic, pins, photo collage on canvas

Collection of Rod Parks, photo by EG Schempf



Above: Shi Jian
Born 1973 in Zhejiang, China
Butterfly, circa 2006
Oil on canvas
Collection of Deborah Glassberg
Photo Courtesy the Artist

Below: Kehinde Wiley
Born 1977, Los Angeles, California
Shah Jahan, Nimbed in Glory (detail), 2002
Oil on canvas
Private Collection
photo by EG Schempf

Above: Jim Sajovic
Born 1943, Chicago, Illinois
Pulsus (detail), 2002
archival print on watercolor paper
Collection of Regina & William Kort

Left: Robert ParkeHarrison
Born 1968, Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri
Bleeding Tree (detail), circa 2007
C-print with acrylic paint and varnish  
mounted to aluminum
Collection of Sharon & John Hoffman
photo by EG Schempf



The mission of The Epsten Gallery is to provide innovative 

programming and art exhibitions that engage, inspire and 

enlighten a diverse community through all stages of life, celebrating 

our common humanity through art.
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DONATE  |  CONTRIBUTE  |  JOIN

The Epsten Gallery is a not-for-profit 501 (c)3.  
Donations may be made on our website,  
or sent to: 5500 West 123rd Street,  
  Overland Park, KS 66209

Epsten Gallery membership, volunteering and 
sponsorship opportunities are always available. 
Please join us as we connect communities and 
generations through the arts!
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Brad Kahlhamer
Tortilla Flats Rainbow, 2004
ink & watercolor on paper
Private Collection
Photo by EG Schempf

WWW.EPSTENGALLERY.ORG

5500 W. 123RD STREET, OVERLAND PARK, KS 66209

GALLERY HOURS:
Tuesday – Friday, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Sunday, 1-4 p.m.
(Open by appointment Saturday & Monday) 
913-266-8414

Allison Schulnik
Born 1978, San Diego, California
Flower Face #8 (detail), 2009
oil on canvas
Private Collection


